Immunobiology of paediatric intracranial tumours. A preliminary report.
Preliminary findings in the evaluation of the immune response of children with primary neoplasms of the CNS, mainly medulloblastomas, are reported and discussed. A broad scheme for the monitoring of B- and T-cell-dependent immunity and of delayed hypersensitivity reactions in this type of patient is presented. The most important immunobiological findings are discussed. Special attention is given to the striking failure of the T-cell-dependent pool (currently identified by "active" RFC and blastigenesis tests) and to the remarkable decrease of hypersensitivity reactions (depressed skin-test response), both of which seem to be related to the degree of malignancy of the tumour. A very peculiar feature, i.e., the appearance of cells with natural cytotoxic activity, is dealt with in some detail. Our present knowledge concerning the immunobiology of primary CNS neoplasms is still very incomplete, but seems to suggest a possible role for immunotherapy in paediatric neurosurgery.